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The purpose of our newsletters is to give you information about SEND 

at Donnington Wood C of E Junior School and provide up to date 

information about support in the Telford and Wrekin area. 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Donnington Wood C of E Junior School  

SEND Newsletter Spring Term 2026 
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newsletter: 

• Information Report and 

SEND Local Offer 

• SEND at DWJ 

• Interventions 

• Specialist interventions 

• What’s on in Telford 

• Community Support 

• Happy Healthy Holidays 

 

Mrs Joanne Jenks 

SENDCO 

Donnington Wood C of E 

Junior School 

 

Mrs Jenks is Donnington Wood Junior school’s 

SENDCo (Special Educational Needs & 

Disabilities Co-ordinator). If you have any 

concerns regarding your child, and would like to 

speak to Mrs Jenks, please do not hesitate to 

contact me at: a3035@taw.org.uk 

Alternatively, you may find further information 

on our SEND page of the school website: 

dwj-information-report-25-26.pdf        
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SEND means Special Educational Needs and Disabilities. Every school has something called a 

SEND register. Think of it like a helpful list that shows which children might need a bit of 

extra support in school. 

A child might go on the SEND register if they need help that’s a little extra or a bit 

different from what other children usually get. This could be support with: 

• Learning and thinking 

• Talking or understanding others 

• Feelings, behaviour, or mental health 

• Hearing, seeing, or moving 

To figure out who needs extra help, teachers do a few things. They might watch how children 

learn, look at their work, or chat with parents and teachers. If you’re curious, you can find 

more details in our school’s SEND Information Report on our website. 

One really important thing to know: the SEND register isn’t fixed forever. It changes! Some 

children might stay on it for a long time, while others might come off it once they no longer 

need extra support. 

And if your child is on the SEND register, please don’t worry. It can feel emotional, but it’s 

not a bad thing at all. It just means we want to make sure your child gets the right help, and 

that everyone working with them knows how to support them so they can have the best 

possible experience at school. 

At Donnington Wood Junior School, the support we give in class is split into three different 

areas. If a child is on the SEND register, they will be receiving targeted provision, which 

means they get extra help that is specially planned to meet their needs. 

 



 

 

 

Alerting activities to wake up the 

body, such as running, marching, 

bouncing or heavy work. 

Organising actiivites that 

improve balance and coordination, 

like walking along a line, balancing 

on one foot or sorting equipment.  

Calming activities to help children 

feel relaxed and ready to 

concentrate, such as chair 

pushups, blowing bubbles or 

playing with fidgets. 

 

 

 

 

 

Sensory circuits help children manage how their bodies process sensory information. Through specific activities, 

children can improve coordination, balance, and their ability to stay calm or alert. This prepares them to learn, 

play, and participate in daily tasks. Sensory circuits are especially helpful for children who feel restless, anxious, 

or easily distracted. They usually include three parts, performed in the same order: 

                                                                         

Socially Speaking is a programme that helps children 

learn the skills they need to make friends, build good 

relationships, and feel more confident in everyday 

life—even outside of school. The programme is split 

into three parts: 

1. Let’s Communicate – learning how to talk and listen 

to others 

2. Let’s Be Friends – understanding how to make and 

keep friends 

3. Let’s Practise – using these skills in different 

situations 

As children move through the programme, they become 

better at listening, talking, and working with others. 

Their confidence grows, and this helps everyone enjoy 

better social interactions both in and out of the 

classroom. 

 

 

 

At Donnington Wood, we use Read Write Inc. 

Phonics (RWI) to give children the best start 

in reading and writing. RWI helps all children 

learn to read quickly and confidently, so they 

can focus on understanding what they read and 

improving their spelling and vocabulary. 

RWI is a daily intervention that is tailored to 

each child’s individual needs. Children are 

assessed at least every half term so we can 

check their progress and fill any gaps in their 

learning. 

We also strongly encourage regular reading at 

home, as this makes a huge difference to your 

child’s progress and helps build their 

confidence as a reader. 

 

 



 

At Donnington Wood Junior School, some of our staff have been trained by 

Occupational Therapists to run a programme called Cool Kids. Cool Kids is a fun and 

easy exercise programme that helps children with things like balance, coordination, 

focus, and confidence. It helps build strong big-muscle skills, which then make 

smaller tasks (like writing or cutting) easier too.  

Cool Kids helps children practise three main skills: 

Proprioception 

This is a fancy word for knowing where your body is in space. It helps you move without bumping into things. 

Activities like crawling and pulling help build this skill. 

Vestibular 

This is your sense of balance and movement. You use it when you jump, spin, or roll. That’s why Cool Kids 

includes things like rolling, jumping, hopping, and spinning. 

Praxis 

Praxis means being able to plan and carry out actions. Some children find this tricky—they might need to 

watch others first or might seem unsure about what to do. Cool Kids helps with this by giving children 

activities where they practise moving in new ways, using equipment, and planning simple tasks. 

At Donnington Wood, Miss Brennan is the person who runs the Cool Kids 

sessions and helps children build these important skills.   

 

                                                                

Talk Boost KS2 is a targeted programme for children aged 7–10 who need a bit of extra help with talking and 

understanding language. It’s designed to boost their confidence and skills so they can catch up with their 

peers. The programme runs for 8 weeks and aims to help children make faster progress with their language 

and communication. 

The sessions are fun and active, and they focus on key areas such as: 

• Listening carefully 

• Learning new words 

• Telling stories 

• Working with others and making friends 

• Having conversations 

Together, these activities help children grow their language skills and feel more confident joining in at school.  

 

 

 Miss Henley delivers 

our Talk Boost 

Interventions. 



 

            

IDL is a computer-based programme that helps 

children with dyslexia and other learning 

difficulties improve their reading and spelling. It’s 

a multi-sensory system, which means it uses lots 

of different ways to help children learn, like 

speaking, listening, looking, and typing. IDL was 

originally designed for children with dyslexia, and 

we use it in school as a targeted intervention.  

How does it work? 

IDL uses light, sound, touch, and voice to help 

children learn and remember spelling and reading 

patterns. When a child starts the programme, 

they first complete a reading and spelling 

assessment. IDL then gives them their own 

username and password. 

From this, the programme creates a module that 

matches the exact areas they need help with—

whether that’s reading, phonics, or spelling. 

Children are given time in school to work through 

their modules, and the activities are designed to 

be fun, engaging, and confidence-boosting. 

 

           

At Donnington Wood Junior School, we’re lucky to have our very own Emotional Literacy Support Assistant 

(ELSA). An ELSA is specially trained—and supported by the Educational Psychology Service—to help children 

understand their feelings and learn how to manage them. This support can be given one-to-one or in small 

groups, depending on what each child needs. 

ELSA programmes usually run for 6–12 weeks and can cover all sorts of areas, such as: 

• Recognising and managing emotions 

• Building self-esteem 

• Making and keeping friends 

• Developing social skills 

• Coping with loss or bereavement 

• Sorting out conflicts in a positive way 

Our ELSA at Donnington Wood is Mrs Rutherford, and she works with children to help them feel happier, more 

confident, and better able to cope with day-to-day challenges. 

 

Dynamo Maths is an intervention we use to help children who find 

number work really tricky. It’s designed for pupils aged 5 to 11 

who need extra support with things like number sense, number 

facts, and understanding how numbers relate to each other. 

Dynamo Maths has two main parts: 

1. An online assessment 

Children complete a computer-based assessment that shows 

exactly which areas of maths they are finding difficult. This gives 

us clear, reliable information about what they need help with.  

2. A structured intervention programme 

After the assessment, children work through fun, step-by-step 

activities. These include: 

• Individual support plans 

• Lesson plans used by teaching assistants 

• Online tasks matched to each child’s needs 

The programme is especially helpful for children who have poor 

working memory or who struggle to move from using real objects 

(like cubes) to understanding more abstract ideas (like written 

numbers). 

 



Mrs Brennan runs a special playtime and lunchtime 

club four days a week for children who find 

friendships or social 

situations a bit tricky. 

It’s a calm, safe place 

where everyone can 

join in, learn how to 

play together, and get 

support when they need it. 

The club offers guided and supported play, which 

means Mrs Brennan helps children practise taking 

turns, sharing, solving problems, and building 

positive relationships. Most importantly, it’s a space 

where children can relax, be themselves, and enjoy 

playtime without any pressure. 

 

 

 Precision Teaching is a special way of helping 

children get better at skills like reading, spelling, or 

maths. It focuses on practising one small skill at a 

time so children can learn it really well and feel 

more confident. 

The idea is simple: the child practises a very 

specific target—like spelling a tricky word or 

reading a set of sounds—in short, quick sessions. 

Doing this regularly helps them become more 

accurate and fluent over time. 

At Donnington Wood, our teaching assistants have 

received training from the Educational 

Psychologists (EPs) so they can deliver Precision 

Teaching safely and effectively. This means the 

sessions are run by adults who know exactly how to 

support each child and track their progress. 

Precision Teaching is often used for children with 

SEND or anyone who needs an extra boost in a 

certain area. It’s a focused, evidence-based method 

that helps children see their progress quickly—and 

feel proud of themselves too! 

 

Literacy Pathway - Targeted Reading Intervention Programme 

The Literacy Pathway is a programme that helps us spot early signs that a child might be finding reading or 

writing difficult. It makes sure children get the right support as soon as possible and that their progress is 

checked regularly. This helps teachers adapt what they do so every child gets the best chance to succeed. 

If your child is placed on the Literacy Pathway, it means that they will take part in a daily intervention.   

The Literacy Pathway intervention has three parts: 

1. High-frequency words 

Children read a set of very common words that appear in more than half of everything we read. They try to 

read as many as they can in one minute, aiming for 50 words. 

2. Phonics practice 

Children practise reading words with a particular sound (phoneme) or 

spelling pattern (grapheme). They sound out the words and blend them 

together, aiming to read 20 words correctly in one minute. 

3. 1:1 reading 

Children read individually with an adult. This helps them build 

confidence and read more smoothly and fluently. 



Colourful Semantics is one of the tools we use at Donnington Wood (throughout the curriculum) to help 

children with reading and writing. It’s a clever way of using colours to show the different parts of a 

sentence. This helps children build sentences step by step and really understand how they fit together. 

With Colourful Semantics, each part of a sentence has its own colour. For example, the action (the doing 

word) is always yellow, the subject (who the sentence is about) is always orange.   When children see the 

colours, it helps them remember what each part means and where it goes in the sentence.  It helps all 

children construct sentences correctly. 

This approach makes it much easier for children to: 

• Understand word order 

• See how sentences are built 

• Break down tricky sentences 

• Put together meaningful, well-structured sentences 

Colourful Semantics focuses on the meaning of words by breaking a sentence into smaller chunks and colour 

coding each part. Once the sentence is colour coded, children can clearly see how each piece works and how 

the whole sentence makes sense. 

 

 

Some children take part in Fine Motor Skills Interventions.  These are for 

children who need a bit of extra practice with using the small muscles in their hands 

and fingers. These muscles help with lots of everyday school tasks like writing, 

drawing, cutting with scissors, doing up buttons, and using tools or equipment. 

The sessions are fun and practical, and they include activities such as: 

• Using tweezers to pick up small objects 

• Threading beads or laces 

• Cutting shapes with scissors 

• Building with small construction toys 

• Drawing, colouring, or tracing   

• Playdough exercises to strengthen hand muscles 

• Handwriting practice in short, focused bursts 

The aim of the intervention is to help children build strength, control, and 

coordination in their hands so that writing and other fine-motor tasks become 

easier and less tiring. 

Children often enjoy these sessions because they feel like games, and they get to 

see their skills improve over time—which really helps boost confidence. 



 

Sally Evans, from Oyster 

Interventions, works on a 1:1 and small 

group basis with children.  She offers 

compassionate play therapy to help 

children express themselves and navigate their emotions. Sally also works 

with children offering a lunch-time craft club.  

 

Sally is also going to be 

working with parents alongside 

their children offering 

workshops during the Summer 

Term.   

 

 

Lisa from BeDazzle comes into school 

every Friday.  She supports children with 

their well-being, mental health, behaviour 

and motivation, in an attempt to ensure every young person fulfils 

their potential to Bedazzle! 

Lisa works with children in small groups in forest school, facilitating 

an outdoor craft club and gardening.  

 

Georgina Roycroft, works 1:1 and in small groups with 

children using art to support emotional literacy and 

educational development.  She also offers a ‘Think Bricks’ 

weekly therapeutic intervention using Lego to support 

communicaiton and emotional regulation. 

Specialist Interventions Commissioned by 

School 



 

 

PODS is a parent 

carer/peer led 

charity with staff 

and volunteers who 

have the relevant 

‘real life’ experience 

to support families 

who have a child with a disability or additional 

need (aged 0 – 25 years).  

For further information, support and 

advice see: 

www.podstelford.org    

For further details you can 

contact PODS on 01952 458047  

"Challenges at home" sessions for families 

who have a child o NeuroDiversity (Autism, 

ADHD, etc) assessment pathway or 

undergoing diagnosis.  Open to 0-18 years 

from mainstream and special schools. For 

families to discuss home/life concerns and 

seek information and advice from Educational 

Psychologist team around emotional, 

behaviour, social, anxieties, routines, etc. We 

use these sessions to support families to find 

solutions together and share experiences and 

offer mutual support in a safe and supportive 

place. 

If you are attending with another family 

member, you only need to book one place. 

 

What’s on in Telford 

http://www.podstelford.org/


 

 

Jungleland soft play centre offers 

an exclusive family session for 

children of any age with special 

educational needs/disabilities. 

Siblings are welcome to join as well.                                                                                                            

 

Saturday mornings 8-9:30am with 

reduced admission £2.99 per child 

and £2.50 per adult 

https://www.junglelandtelford.com/

disabilities-special-needs/   

           

 

 

Area 51 are offering weekly SEND sessions at the popular trampoline park.  Music 

will be lowered, and lights dimmed to ensure children are not over stimulated.  

Tuesday/Wednesday 6pm - 7pm, 1hr session only £9 1 carer free entrance (must 

be over 18 years old) https://airea51.co.uk/activities-classes/sen-sessions/

 

 

                               

Telford Ice Rink soft play offers SEND soft play sessions on Mondays, Wednesdays and Sundays. 

The ice rink offers SEND skating session on Fridays at 5pm - 6pm.  

 Inclusive facilities - Telford Ice Rink 
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https://airea51.co.uk/activities-classes/sen-sessions/
https://airea51.co.uk/activities-classes/sen-sessions/
https://airea51.co.uk/activities-classes/sen-sessions/
https://airea51.co.uk/activities-classes/sen-sessions/
https://www.telfordicerink.co.uk/info/1/home/17/inclusive-facilities
https://www.telfordicerink.co.uk/info/1/home/17/inclusive-facilities


Teford and Wrekin offer an inclusive leisure program for all pupils 

with SEND and their families. Activities include swimming, Ice 

skating, Snowboarding and skiing sessions and family fun sessions. 

 



  Community 

Support 

 

 

 

 

The Healthy Lifestyles Team are now booking telephone and video call appointments to support 

people to make sustainable changes for a healthy lifestyle. 

The Team provides a free and confidential structured service to motivate, encourage and support 

local people to make changes to improve their health and wellbeing. 

The service consists of six 1-2-1 sessions over a 12-week period supporting the areas of: 

·         Healthy eating 

·         Weight management 

·         Increasing physical activity and exercise 

·         Emotional health and wellbeing 

·         Lifestyle in pregnancy 

·         Family lifestyle 

Smoking cessation (from aged 12+) 

Residents of Telford & Wrekin 

Referrals can be made in the following ways: 

For our online contact form Visit: www.telford.gov.uk/healthylifestyles 

Email: healthylifestyles@telford.gov.uk                

Telephone: 01952 382582     

 

http://www.telford.gov.uk/healthylifestyles
mailto:healthylifestyles@telford.gov.uk
mailto:healthylifestyles@telford.gov.uk


 

 

     

WHERE TO FIND US 

Telford Autism Hub, Telford & 

Wrekin CVS Suites, 12 - 15 

Hazledine House, Central Square, 

Telford Centre, Telford,TF3 4JL   

We are located between Little Dessert Shop and the Independent 

Living Centre, opposite the Thomas Botfield Wetherspoons. 

Upon entering Hazledine House, you will take the stairs/lift up to the 

second floor. Facing away from the stairs, the CVS reception will be 

on your right and the Family Zone will be on your left. 

 

 

 

 

Children, young people, and families 

can now access more support, as the 

Telford Children’s Autism Hub is 

expanding their current offer of 

post diagnosis support, thanks to 

additional funding from NHS 

Shropshire, Telford and Wrekin. 

  

 
Telford Autism Hub offers a 

variety of support for families 

including peer support for parents 

and carers at their RISE group.  

This provides time for you to exhale 

and relax with a cuppa and good 

conversation with people who truly 

understand the journey you are on.    

During the school holidays they 

offer additional fun activity 

sessions.  

  

 



 

 

 

 

Challenging Perceptions is a Telford based 

charity specialising in providing support for 

children and young people with mental health, 

learning disabilities, and neurodiversity needs. 

www.cptelford.co.uk 

Info@challengingperceptions.co.uk  

Facebook.com/challengingperceptionstelford 

 

 



 

Area 51 are offering weekly SEND sessions 

at the popular trampoline park.  Music will be 

lowered, and lights dimmed to ensure children 

are not over stimulated. Tuesday/Wednesday 

6pm - 7pm, 1hr session only £7.50 

1 carer free entrance (must be over 18 years old) 

https://airea51.co.uk/activities-classes/sen-

sessions/ 

 

Holiday Activities and Food for Telford and 

Wrekin Families. 

Happy Healthy Active Holidays runs holiday clubs during the Easter, Summer and 

Christmas school holidays. There are funded spaces available to children in 

reception through to year 11 who receive benefit-related free school meals. 

It won't cost anything to attend. Each club will have a range of fun activities 

such as sports, cooking, dance, music, arts and crafts, and a nutritious meal each 

day. 

If you’ve previously registered for Happy Healthy Active Holidays, you won’t 

need to register again – but if this is your first time taking part you can sign up 

through the website, register your child(s) details and book onto a whole variety 

of different sessions through the website. Don’t miss out on your chance to book 

on! Happy Healthy Active Holidays (telford.gov.uk) Once you have registered you 

will be notified when your eligibility has been confirmed, and you will be able to 

go ahead and book activities. 
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